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Aberdalgie and Forteviot with Aberuthven and Dunning 
A Sermon from Rev James W. Aitchison  

Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 

The Gospel Reading: John Chapter 21 verses 1 to 11 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he 
will send them immediately.’ 4 This took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’10  

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds were saying, ‘This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
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This Sunday is Palm Sunday and the beginning of what we now 
refer to as Holy Week, that period when Christians remember 
the events in the life of Jesus over the seven days leading up 
to His Crucifixion, Burial and Resurrection. 
 
Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ public entry into 
Jerusalem. It is often referred to as the Triumphal Entry, 
and so it was, in as much as the people came out to greet 
Him and gave Him the same kind of reception that a modern 
day celebrity would receive. Clearly the people had heard 
that Jesus’ had healed the sick and that He was a powerful 
and compelling preacher. The kind of adulation the crowd 
gave Jesus was probably more out of curiosity and was likely 
to have lacked any real sincerity, like most crowds they will 
just as easily discard and forget one celebrity in favour of 
another. 
 
The idea of the triumphal entry into a city was epitomized by 
the Romans: the successful Roman General would be 
permitted to enter Rome, riding on a chariot pulled by war 
horses and with his Army following on behind, along with 
captured enemy soldiers, now slaves and with cart loads of 
plunder as prize. This was a way of honouring the General 
and shaming the conquered. At a Triumphal Entry, the 
General was the darling of Rome, the Senate and all the 
people. 
 
Jesus’ entry in to Jerusalem was in clear contrast to the 
Roman Triumphal Entry:  
He had not conquered anyone by force, and He will not take 
our love and affection by force, these he would have, but only 
if we willingly give them.  
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He led no Army; He had no slaves, only those who willingly 
chose to follow Him. He did not parade anyone in order to 
shame them; He had no plunder and He did not come in pomp 
and circumstance, but rather, in humility. 
 
When Jesus came to Jerusalem that day, there were many 
who were more than happy to be associated with Him, but 
very soon, within the space of a few days, many of these 
casual admirers would turn from Him and be among those 
calling for Him to be crucified, how capricious were the 
people in this crowd (would we have been any different?). 
 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem, not on a golden chariot, nor on a 
noble warhorse, but on a lowly donkey, why? Well, it might 
well be that Jesus was fulfilling a prophecy given by the 
prophet Zechariah over five hundred years earlier.  
Zechariah said, “Rejoice, greatly O daughter of Zion (Zion 
being another name for Jerusalem) Look your king is coming 
to you, humble and mounted on a donkey.” 
 
In those days in Palestine the donkey was not an animal to be 
laughed at: when a king or leader went to war he did so on a 
horse, but when he came in peace, he rode on a donkey. There 
are many instances in recorded in the Scriptures which show 
that leaders rode on a donkey, even King Solomon (see 1st 
kings Chapter 1 verse33).  
 
The donkey symbolized peace: Jesus was coming in peace to 
the people of Jerusalem, yet they misunderstood; they 
greeted Him like a conquering General shouting, “Hosanna, 
Hosanna,” hoping He would be the one to set them free from 
Roman domination; that this is what they longed for is clear 
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in what they were shouting, for hosanna means ‘save us, save 
us now.’ Jesus knew what the people wanted; after all He too 
had been brought up and lived under Roman domination. But 
Jesus was not going to fuel His people’s national pride, nor 
stir them to take up arms against the Romans: He came in 
humility with the Gospel, the Good News of Peace, peace with 
others, peace with self, peace with God. 
 
When the people realized that Jesus was not going to give 
them what they wanted, they abandoned Him and turned 
against Him. Many people today have such an attitude toward 
Jesus, if He will not give them what they want and when they 
want it, they will drop Him and go in search for someone else 
or something that will. Such people see Jesus as a kind of 
celestial gift giver, giving them what they desire, making life 
easy, enjoyable and pain free, yet a cursory glance at the 
Scriptures and history, shows us that the contrary is more 
likely. Jesus told His disciples that if they wanted to follow 
Him they could expect hardships, persecution and danger. 
Christians then, are no more immune from suffering than 
anyone else and we have no promise that life will be easy all 
the way.  
 
During the current pandemic the Church has closed the doors 
of its many buildings, which surely indicates that Christians 
recognize God has not given us immunity from this or any 
other illness (though we believe He can, should He in His 
Divine wisdom choose to do so). Because God does not give us 
all the things we might want, for example, immunity, does this 
mean that we are free to turn from or against Him like the 
crowd that turned against Jesus?  No! Definitely not!  
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That we might suffer in life does not mean that God has 
abandoned us. He often gives us a keener sense of His 
presence when we are facing hardships and trials, but even 
when we are not aware of His presence the Christian believes 
that He is always with us. You see, it is only God that can 
give us the peace in life that we all long for.  
 
When the Apostle Paul was in Roman custody and unsure 
whether or not he would be executed, he wrote to encourage 
the Christians in the Greek city of Philippi: in his letter he 
writes, ‘do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.’  
 
There is then, a peace from God that we are unable to 
comprehend, it is so high and deep and wide that it is beyond 
our explanation, but it is something we can all experience. 
We may not be able to articulate it, but the soul can be 
filled with it and the mind and heart calmed by it. 
 
No matter what goes on around us, no matter what troubles 
may assail us, be assured that Jesus came riding on a donkey 
to bring us peace, peace from God and He secured our peace 
with God, when He died and rose again. We all can know and 
experience this peace, if only we would call out to Jesus in 
prayer, saying, ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! - save us, save us now.’ 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

	


