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EASTER SUNDAY12 APRIL 2020  
SERMON 

Rev James W. Aitchison 
From Acts 10:34-43 and John 20:1-18 

 
The Acts of the Apostles and John’s Gospel were both written sometime between 
85AD and 95AD. 
John writes of the event of Jesus’s Resurrection and Acts tells us of how the 
Apostle Peter, having witnessed the empty tomb and met with the Risen Jesus 
Christ, is impelled to tell others about Him. Peter even goes outside of his own 
people, the Jews and takes this Good News to peoples of other nations and faiths. 
Having met with the Risen Jesus, Peter could not keep this news to himself and 
so in the Acts of the Apostles we see him telling those outside of Judaism, about 
the life, the character, the teachings, the death and the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Peter was bursting to share with others the Good News of his Saviour. 
 
Having seen Jesus crucified and buried, the Disciples were dejected and afraid, 
but when they saw the empty tomb, and later the Risen Jesus, they were 
transformed into joyful and fearless preachers; they wanted to tell everyone and 
they would risk everything to do so. 
The Resurrection of Jesus had transformed what appeared to be a miserable and 
hopeless predicament into a magnificent and hopeful prospect. 
 
Let us recap, Jesus had been buried in a tomb just before the beginning of the 
Sabbath, so it was too late for him to have the usual burial rites and since these 
could not be administered on the Sabbath it was not until the first day of the 
week that His friends could go to the tomb. 
 
At around 3am on the Sunday morning Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb, when 
she gets there she finds the tomb is open and since it had been sealed by the 
authorities she assumes it was they who had opened it to take away the body of 
Jesus. In her alarm Mary runs to tell Peter and the other Disciples what she has 
seen. Peter and John want to see for themselves so they run to where Jesus had 
been buried, they see the burial clothes that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in, but 
the body of Jesus had gone. This was enough to convince John that Jesus had 
come back to life. 
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Here is a question for you.  
Why do you think the stone that blocked the entrance had been rolled away? 
………………. 
Was it to let Jesus out? 
 
If Jesus could pass out of the grave clothes without disturbing them, if He could 
as we read later, appear among the Disciples in a locked room; then surely stone 
walls could no longer contain Him. He had a glorified body, which was no longer 
bound by our undersanding of physics. 
 
So why was the stone rolled away?  
………………. 
 
Well surely it was to let the disciples in, so that they could see for themselves 
that Jesus’ body was no longer lying dead in the tomb.  
 
Despite all the paintings of Jesus on the cross, He would have been stripped 
completely naked. 
 
His Death was a public humiliation; it was profane 
His Resurrection was a private exaltation; it was so holy that it was between 
Him, His Father and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus had shown that death no longer had the last word, it was no longer to feared 
or ignored for fear of it. 
He has shown us that He and He alone has the power over Death, it could not 
hold Him and it cannot hold those who are His. 
Easter is not just about one day in our calendar, but like any anniversary it is a 
useful reminder to us to live everyday with the knowledge that Christ is Risen, 
that He has conquered Death and that because of Him, and with Him and in Him, 
we can share eternal life. 
 
Easter is a time of celebration, and it does bring joy, but with what is happening 
in the world the Covid 19 Pandemic, the various wars and the displacement of 
millions of refugees, many will find it hard to rejoice and will in fact be 
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mourning. While many rejoice, others will be carrying pain, physical and 
emotional, some will feel as if their broken heart will never heal and others will 
be living in fear, terrified of what tomorrow will bring. 
 
For the early Disciples of Jesus, that first Easter was a cause for rejoicing, they 
had seen there Master humiliated and crucified, now they had there master and 
friend back, now they understood who Jesus was/is and they believed in Him. 
Life did not suddenly become easy for the Disciples, in fact it was to become 
more difficult and most of them would go on to be martyred for preaching about 
the Risen Christ. 
 
Easter reminds us all of the Resurrection of Jesus, shows us that He is Lord of 
Life and Death, He is after all God incarnate, God in flesh and blood. 
Because of the Resurrection we can be sure that o matter what we may go 
through, no matter how we feel, happy or sad, no matter how bad or how good 
life is, Jesus is Alive and is there for us. 
 
He is with us and for us, throughout or life, everyday of it and at the end of our 
mortal life, He will be there to embrace us and to bring us into the fullness of His 
Resurrection life. Now that is cause for rejoicing, is it not? 
 
 
Without the Resurrection we have only a hopeless end!  
 
With the Resurrection we have an endless hope! 
 
  
 
 


