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Easter Service 12 April 2020 
Rev James W. Aitchison 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us worship God! 

HYMN: 410 in Church Hymnary 4 (CH4) 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3 But the anguish he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
now in heavèn Christ is King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
praise him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH: 
 
Lord God we give you thanks, 
for the hope we have in Jesus Christ, 
who died and rose and rules over all. 
We thank you for his presence with us. 
Because he lives, we find eternal life in Him,  
and the assurance that nothing past, present,  
or yet to come, can separate us from your great love made known in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
 
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave 
and crowned him Lord of all. 
We confess that we have not bowed before him 
or acknowledged his rule in our lives. 
We have gone along with the way of the world 
and failed to acknowledge His glory. 
Forgive us and raise us from sin, 
that we may be your faithful people, 
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 
 

THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE: 

1st Reading: Gentiles Hear the Good News 

The Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” NRSV 
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2nd Reading: The Empty Tomb 

The Gospel according to John 20:1-18 

20 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been taken away from the entrance. 2 She went running to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 
tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!” 

3 Then Peter and the other disciple went to the tomb. 4 The two of them were running, but the 
other disciple ran faster than Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and saw the 
linen cloths, but he did not go in. 6 Behind him came Simon Peter, and he went straight into 
the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there 7 and the cloth which had been around Jesus' 
head. It was not lying with the linen cloths but was rolled up by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in; he saw and believed. (9 They still did 
not understand the scripture which said that he must rise from death.) 10 Then the disciples 
went back home. 

11 Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she was still crying, she bent over and looked 
in the tomb 12 and saw two angels there dressed in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked 
her. 

She answered, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have put 
him!” 

14 Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing there; but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 “Woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who is it that you are looking 
for?” 

She thought he was the gardener, so she said to him, “If you took him away, sir, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This means “Teacher.”) 

17 “Do not hold on to me,” Jesus told her, “because I have not yet gone back up to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and tell them that I am returning to him who is my Father and their 
Father, my God and their God.” 

18 So Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord and related to 
them what he had told her.GNB 
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HYMN:  406 CH4 
 

1 They crucified my Saviour 
And nailed him to the cross. 
They crucified my Savior 
And nailed him to the cross. 
They crucified my Saviour 
And nailed him to the cross. 
And the Lord will bear my spirit home. 

Refrain: 
He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead, 
He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead. 
He 'rose, he 'rose, he 'rose from the dead, 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home. 

2 Joseph begged his body 
And laid it in the tomb. 
Joseph begged his body 
And laid it in the tomb. 
Joseph begged his body 
And laid it in the tomb. 
And the Lord will bear my spirit home. [Refrain] 

3 Mary, she came running, 
A-looking for my Lord. 
Mary, she came running, 
A-looking for my Lord. 
Mary, she came running, 
A-looking for my Lord. 
And the Lord will bear my spirit home. [Refrain] 

4 An angel came from heaven  
And rolled the stone away. 
An angel came from heaven  
And rolled the stone away. 
An angel came from heaven  
And rolled the stone away. 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home. [Refrain] 
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SERMON: See seperate attachment for the Sermon 

 
OFFERING AND DEDICATION: 
 
Many of you make your offering by Standing Order. For others you are free to make your 
offerings to God in any way you think worthy. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION OF OUR OFFERINGS: 
 
Almighty God, by your grace, accept the fruit of our labour and the offering of our lives in 
union with our Risen Lord, who lives and reigns with you forever. Amen 
 
 
HYMN 444 CH4 

1 'Christ the Lord is risen today', 
all on earth and angels say; 
raise your joys and triumphs high; 
sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply. 
Love's redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight, the battle won; 
lo! our Sun's eclipse is o'er; 
lo! he sets in blood no more. 

2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell: 
death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened Paradise. 
Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O Death, is now thy sting? 
Once he died, our souls to save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 

3 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given; 
thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection thou! 
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PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: 
 
Hear us, Lord of glory.  
 
Increase the faith of your church; may it faithfully bear witness to your resurrection. 
 
Hear us, Lord of glory.  
 
Comfort all who are burdened and engrave in their hearts your words of eternal life. 
 
Hear us, Lord of glory.  
 
Strengthen those who are weak in faith and reveal yourself to doubting hearts. 
 
Hear us, Lord of glory.  
 
Give strength to the sick, support the elderly, and reassure the dying by Your saving 
presence. 
 
Hear us, Lord of glory. Amen. 
 
 
COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
God, grant us throughout our mortal life unity with those who have loved us in faith, and in 
due time a peaceful death; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray when He 
said, ‘Our Father..’ 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

OUR Father which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
For ever.  Amen.  
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HYMN 419 CH4 
 

1 Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son: 
endless is the vict'ry thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
endless is the vict'ry thou o’er death hast won. 

2 Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. [Refrain] 

3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu'rors, thro' thy deathless love: 
bring us safe thro' Jordan to thy home above. [Refrain] 

 

BLESSING 

The Blessing of God Almighty, The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you. 

 

SUNG THREEFOLD AMEN 

Amen, Amen, Amen! 

 


