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Donations:   Many of you will already be aware that there is now a ‘Donate’ button on our parish web 

site—should you wish to contribute to parish funds.  There is a similar opportunity to donate on the 

Church of Scotland web site.  All financial assistance will be most gratefully received. 

Copies of our parish recipe book 

are still available.  Price per book 

is  £5 or £6.50 by post  

We are looking forward to opening our churches for worship but first we need to put in 

place some safety practices to meet government and Presbytery rules. 

In the meantime we wanted to let you know what’s likely to happen next!  

 The project to install a disabled access toilet & develop the ground floor at Aberdalgie 

church is underway; it’s going well and the plan is to be finished by October*.  

This means the first services of worship after  ‘lockdown’ will take place at Forteviot.     

We are completing the necessary requirements: cleaning and signage to ensure appro-

priate facilities.  We sincerely hope to open in  September and will let you know as soon 

as we have approval. 

So watch this space, the web site, Facebook page and local newspaper to 

find out when we can meet again! 

In the meantime if you have any questions please contact your elder or  Session Clerk. 

*We have just been told that Health & Safety best practice now includes a dishwasher.  If you know of a spare one please tell 

the Session Clerk.  We already have a second hand cooker! 

Christmas is coming! Oh yes it is . . .! 

As well as the Recipe Book (look right!) we have a 

limited stock of bone china mugs (£1 each) and good 

quality linen tea towels (£1 each), all of which make 

ideal presents—and not only at Christmas. 

We’d like to exchange our stock for parish funds 

which, with Covid, are much less than expected at 

this time of year…. 

Contact Roger Ward (details over the page) for         

delivery of any of these items and/or Recipe Books. 

  



Aberdalgie & Forteviot 

Minister: Rev. James Aitchison,The Manse, Aberdalgie,Perth PH2 0QD 01738 446771 

Session Clerk: Roger Ward,  Flat A2, Oaklands, Pitheavlis Cresc., Perth PH2 0JA                                   

Telephone: 01738 637720   or  0793 0000 616  or crpward37@gmail.com 

 

  

Dear Friends, 

The current pandemic has already caused a great deal of suffering and it continues to do so.  It has forced most socie-

ties to change the way they function and has caused millions of people to change their daily routine and the way they 

interact with others.  Many countries have observed, in varying degrees, what has become known as “Lockdown”.  The 

words and terms, self-isolation, shielding, social distancing, face covering and hand sanitizer, have entered into every 

day conversations and we have all become more aware of our vulnerability (well, most people have, there are still some 

who are careless).  Most people have had to make considerable sacrifices, especially those who have kept our Health 

Service and other essential services going.  Others have had to endure long periods of isolation and, for many, such 

times have been very lonely experiences.  The separation from family and friends has been painful and any permitted 

trips out of the house have not been without some anxiety. 

People have turned to the Internet to communicate with others and for many not used to such methods of communica-

tion the experience has been better than they imagined. But however useful the Internet might be, it does have serious 

limitations.  On the 10th August BBC Scotland reported on a recent study undertaken by Glasgow University on the 

effects that ‘lockdown’ is having on young people (12 to 17yrs old).  The young people in this age range are used to 

communicating with friends on social media and might be expected to cope better with the current lack of personal con-

tact with others; but it seems that they are actually struggling as much, if not more than adults, with the lockdown and 

with feelings of loneliness.  This shows us the importance of being in the ‘actual’ rather than the ‘virtual’ company of 

others.  As Christians, we believe that we are bound together spiritually by the Holy Spirit, but we still need and I hope 

desire, the actual company of our fellow believers.  We are told in the Scriptures to meet together often, for in fellow-

ship we are encouraged in our faith and helped in our lives.  

The Elders know that you are keen to get back into church but, for the safety of all who might attend Services, the Ses-

sion has taken the decision not to reopen any of our buildings until it is safe to do so and until a Buildings checklist and 

a Risk Assessment have been approved by Presbytery.  The Session Clerk, Elders and our Office Bearers are doing a 

lot of background work to ensure that when the time comes our places of worship are indeed safe to open. While we 

prepare for reopening we want to keep in touch and keep you informed.  If you have any comments or ideas as to what 

would interest you, and how often, then please tell our Session Clerk.  We are always looking for creative ways to com-

municate; the church building is closed but our hearts are not; our fellowship and our faith are alive and well. 

When we do reopen, and when you feel safe to attend, please do not expect Services to be exactly as they were before 

Lockdown.  Services will be of a more contemplative nature, there will be music (but no singing), prayers, readings from 

the Holy Bible, a sermon (shorter than usual) and there may or may not be hymns.  But, God willing, what we will expe-

rience is being in the vital, energizing actual company of fellow believers as we offer together our worship and praise to 

God.  Let us pray that despite facemasks, and having to sit on a different, distant and hard pew, we will be blessed with 

a deep appreciation of God’s presence, and being spiritually energized we will come away saying, “It was good to be in 

the house of the Lord.” 

I look forward to being in your company again soon,  

God bless,   James 


