
 

          Welcome  
              to 
          Worship 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  the King of Creation … 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do if with His love He befriends you”. 

Let us pray. 

Worship is the lifting up of our minds into the dimension of Your greatness 
    of our hearts into the depths of Your love 
    of our lives into the dynamic of Your Holy Spirit 
    of our vision into the envisioning of Your purposes 

As we come to worship we come to the source of all certainty in an uncertain world 
                              peace in a tense unsettled world 
                  true love in a world of vested interest. 

We give thanks that we can know Your love because You have befriended us. 
Help us, Lord, to ponder the difference Your love can make in our lives … 
… open our eyes to the wonder of that love as we read Your word 
and envision us with a willingness to let Your love fill our lives as the only source of comfort  
and then overflow from us into seeking to transform the world in which we live. 

We confess that all too often we have allowed the contamination of selfish shortsightness and in-
flexibility of spiritual sclerosis to block the flow of Your love.  But Lord we cannot know Your love 
in our hearts without allowing it to decontaminate anything that blocks the pulsating heart beat of 
Your transforming love. 

May our service be a spiritual catscan as we “pondering anew”  through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
 
Luke 24.13 
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven  
miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had  
happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself  
came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognising him. 
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
“What things?” he asked. 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed be-
fore God and all the people.  The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sen-
tenced to death, and they crucified him;  but we had hoped that he was the one who was go-
ing to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.  In ad-



dition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning  but didn’t 
find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 
alive.  Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  And be-
ginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself.As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as 
if he were going farther.  But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; 
the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 
Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he 
broke the bread. 

That is probably a well known passage!   It is a vivid narrative which we can visualise : 
Recognised that they were troubled 
 Isn’t it encouraging the way in which Jesus noticed people then …. and does now! 
 God sees us all the time.  Do we notice people ? 
Realised that He was alive 
 It was not something they expected, but when it dawned on them that He was alive 
 the living Jesus became central to their message 
Reflected on their contact with Jesus 
 “Hearts burned within them”    It was a thrill that affected them deep down. 
Rejoiced that they had a message 
 Ran to let others know the news - so excited that could not keep it to themselves. 

But all too often the reading of Luke 24 stops at that point!  In the remainder of the chapter Je-
sus gives the disciples their role, responsibility and resource. 

Luke 24.36-48 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them  
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them,                             
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my  
hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have  
flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  And while they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish,  and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be ful-
filled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 46Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, “This is what is writ-
ten: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 



 You are witnesses of these things  49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”.  
 
I was once given a present of this book, 
the kind giver asking for a loan of it when  
I had finished it as he thought that  
some folk would find it helpful ! 

But there is nothing dull about the  
Christian faith.  Last week we saw that John’s 
reason for writing was the note of  L I F E. 
Jesus said that He came that He came that  
“that they may have life, and have it to  
the full … my joy might be in your and  
that your joy may be full”. 

             There is the key note of Life  : 
         life that is real 
         life that is eternal 
         life that is abundant. 
             And the message of this life changing business 
             is now committed into the care of the disciples. 
           Is that what folk think of the Christian faith in Scotland today? 
     “”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””’’’ in our parish today?   
      A life changing business 
The modern equivalent for disciple is apprentice.   
Christians are God’s apprentices to learn … 

… that there is a great message to share (biblical theology) v 46 
 Sometimes folk  “don’t know what to say”  
                             or   “why should folk listen to me?” 
 We are given a message to share!   
 It is not something we have made up : there is a basis in history which is both logical and 
       appropriately relevant to present day people. 

… that there is a given purpose of sharing in public arena (evangelistic purpose) v 47 
 The church is not just a hobby like belonging to another organisation. 
 It is a new dimension for a relationship with the Creator Who in Jesus has come to recreate  
 individuals and through them society, local and global, where there is a note of stewardship  
 of Creation (cf the Climate Change Conference planned for Glasgow in November) and of   
 caring for neighbours in our global village (cf e.g. refugee camps) 

… that there is a glorious dynamic to empower Christians (trinitarian basis) v 49 
 Sometimes folk don’t think that we can manage, for we have been depending on our own   
 abilities or organisation.   But we have the promise of His power to work in and through our  
 lives - the same power which made the universe and raised Jesus from then dead 
 Like dynamite - dull to look at but when used what a difference it makes.   
 Christianity is indeed dull to look at, but what a difference Jesus can make when asked! 

And this life changing business which was committed into the care of the disciples then is commit-
ted into our care today.    Earlier we asked the questions 

Life!



Do folk think of the Christian faith in our parish today as life changing ? 
If not  why not?        
Is it that we don’t know what to say ?  
     Then we need to look at the given message. 
or    that we don’t see it is relevant ?    
     Then we need to look again at the great purpose.  
or    that we don’t think that we can manage?  
         Then we need to look again at the power available for us.   See e.g Paul’s prayer : 
  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you  
    may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious  
    inheritance in His holy people,  and His incomparably great power for us  
    who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength He exerted  
    when He raised Christ from the dead.  Ephesians 1.18-20


   I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 
   Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness 
   Where is death's sting? 
   Where, grave, thy victory? 
   I triumph still, if Thou abide with me 

   Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes 
   Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies 
   Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee 
   In life, in death, o Lord, abide with me 
   Abide with me, abide with me 

Let us pray. 
We cannot ponder the words we have been reading today, Lord, without our hearts burning within us. 
May we be deeply aware of Your living presence with us and the power of the Holy Spirit in us. 
In that light, we look back and confess our failures for Your forgiveness 
and now look forward laying before You our worries, the things which stress us and impending decisions in 
the confidence of Your envisioning and enabling. 
May our individual lives speak for you and may the corporate life of the congregation be a witness to the 
uniting power of Your Spirit. 

Hear us as we pray for those who have had sadness,  thinking of HM the Queen and members of her family, 
and all the others for whom the pandemic has caused additional complications when bereavement has come. 

We pray for those affected by the pandemic 
 through  diagnosis, treatment or operation postponed 
 through long periods of separation from family and friends or isolation at home  
 through the loss of their business or their employment 
 through the structure of teaching exams and future courses being disrupted. 

We pray for our politicians in the UN, Westminster, Holyrood and P+K 
 that there may be integrity and compassion with insight to see the consequences of decisions. 

We pray for those who are not ashamed to be apprentices of Jesus in the front line of interface with 
 the media … scientific research …. legal issues ….  educational planning. 

We pray for those who have responsibility in the General Assembly, Presbytery, and our own Kirk Session 
and for our minister James during his time of sick leave. 

Life!



In the quietness we bring to You our own thoughts and prayers   …..   and pray Abide with us 

through Jesus christ Who taught all who love You to pray 
 

And now until that great day when we shall see the risen Jesus face to face  
 may the amazing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
        the understanding love of God  
 and the strong friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all   AMEN 


