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1.Nor death nor life, nor earth nor hell,
Nor time’s destroying sway,
Can e’er efface us from his heart,
Or make his love decay.

3 Let troubles rise, and terrors frown,
And days of darkness fall;
Through him all dangers we’ll defy,
And more than conquer all.

2. Who then can e’er divide us more
From Jesus and his love,
Or break the sacred chain that binds
The earth to heaven above?

4 Nor death nor life, nor earth nor hell,
Nor time’s destroying sway,
Can e’er efface us from his heart,
Or make his love decay.

5 Each future period that will bless,
As it has blessed the past:
He loved us from the first of time,
He loves us to the last.

“We love God because He first loved us” 1 John 4
We still our hearts and minds to realise the wonder of that affirmation.
We confess that sometimes we treat that message with superficial over-familiarity.
Help us to realise the cost of Your initiative in love as we look at the cross,
Help us to realise afresh the significance of Your initiative in love,
taking the full implications of Your loving grace into our hearts and minds
allowing the power of Your love to show up anything that is wrong
and transform us renewing our vision and purpose for living.
Help us to praise You by the worship of our lips and of our lives
sharing the message of Your love giving new life
showing the difference Your love makes by our lifestyle.
We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and worship You in the name of Jesus.
Amen

Isaiah 53

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him
He was despised and rejected by mankind a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their face she was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes[c] his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.

Mark 10.35-45

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him.
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be
baptised with the baptism I am baptised with?”
“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am
baptised with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to
those for whom they have been prepared.”
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. Jesus called
them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants
to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”

1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

3 See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

We are used to symbols e.g. and responding on the road

Why Cross not crib the
symbol of Jesus?

!

That’s why Jesus came!
To give life as a ransom for many Mk.10.45
Biblical illustrations from and for daily life

“ But ….
I can do what I like with my life!”

Can we?
A way of life or a habit can get such a grip that we cannot break it, and we become dependant on
it. Obvious in the case of some addictions, but there can be other things which are socially quite
acceptable.
The trouble is that a person who sins cannot do what he likes with his life – habit gets a grip that
cannot break pleasures master so that cannot do without. Seeking pleasure through living it up
eventually becomes illusory. Ultimate bondage is not enslavement to a political or economic
system, but to self-centredness, which leads to tensions and fragmentation of society and an
enslaving devotion to things or image at the expense of living in the dimension of the worship of
the creator.
When a good thing becomes our god thing then it is a bad thing! …
… because it is keeping us back from a lasting meaningful dimension to life
which a relationship with God through Jesus gives !
Jesus said that He came to serve and to give His life a ransom for many!

i.

ii.

iii.

plight from which freed

the contamination of this sin
The Cross is God’s way of showing God’s hatred of sin and love of sinners …
and acting to deal with it.

price that was paid

on the cross he took on Himself the consequences of the contamination
so that we might be decontaminated - God’s love being too great to evil
and so destroying the contamination of self.

person who makes the offer
Jesus : the risen Lord

BUT does that mean that we can go and do as like?
That is to misunderstand completely the acceptance of Jesus, for complete acceptance of
complete Jesus allows our lives to be caught up in His great purpose. Freedom does not mean
independence from God, but dependence on God in whose service perfect freedom. Because the
love of God liberates us to please Him.
It is not that the claims of Jesus have no bearing on questions of social justice,
but the pursuit of social justice alone proves vain
unless the deeper contamination and enslavement is recognised and handled,

IF THEN the gospel is freedom why don’t people realise it?
Religion is all too often seen as adherence to a system whereby one earned one’ way to God.
Hemmed in by pettiness tension of being thrown back on self.
Get into a right relationship with God depending on His grace filling life with love and power.

Why is Christmas popular
rather than Good Friday or
Easter ?
Baby in a manger doesn’t challenge
but a crucified risen Jesus does !
True freedom is not the liberty to do what we please,
but the liberty to do what we ought,
and it is genuine liberty because doing what we ought
now pleases us.
New motive, new values because new person Christ
liberated for a new purpose, to be His agents
and representatives in every aspect of our daily lives,
showing and sharing attractively the difference
God longs to and can make!
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? x2
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? x2
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? x2
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when God raised Him from the dead? x2
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when God raised Him from the dead?

We come in our prayers of intercession to pray today
for all those who are trapped in some addiction,
dependance on alcohol, drugs, gambling, pornography,crime or their position.
Hear us as we pray for them, and the organisations which are trying to help,
whether statutory in the NHS or social work departments,
or groups such as Alcoholics Anonmymous, Gamblers Anonymous.
We give thanks …. that You understand
….that You care
and … that the power that raised Jesus from the dead is promised to those who turn to You.
Hear us as we pray for those who are trapped in countries where there is persecution …
that while physically they may trapped, yet mentally and spiritually they are free.
Hear us as we pray for those who feel trapped by illness
in the silence of deafness, the anchor of immobility, the darkness of blindness
Grant us a sensitivity to understand and care.
Hear us as we pray for someone who needs to know this transforming relationship with You
Hear us as we pray for someone who is searching for meaning in life, that we may be able to
share the good news of the Christian faith.
Especially we pray for the young folk in our community, and for the importance of our
responsibility to share the good news with them.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who taught all those who love You to pray

1 Our Lord Christ hath risen! The tempter is foiled;
his legions are scattered, his strong-holds are spoiled.
Oh, sing hallelujah, oh, sing hallelujah,
oh, sing hallelujah! Be joyful and sing,
our great foe is baffled -- Christ Jesus is King!
2 O death, we defy thee! A stronger than thou
hath entered thy palace; we fear thee not now!
Oh, sing hallelujah, oh, sing hallelujah,
oh, sing hallelujah! Be joyful and sing,
death cannot affright us -- Christ Jesus is King!
3 O sin, thou art vanquished, thy long reign is o'er;
though still thou dost vex us, we dread thee no more.
Oh, sing hallelujah, oh, sing hallelujah,
oh, sing hallelujah! Be joyful and sing,
who now can condemn us? -- Christ Jesus is King!
4 Our Lord Christ hath risen! Day breaketh at last;
the long night of weeping is now wellnigh past.
Oh, sing hallelujah, oh, sing hallelujah,
oh, sing hallelujah! Be joyful and sing,
our foes are all conquered -- Christ Jesus is King!

